








ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

CHAPTER 1.

1 should like to draw attention te the backward-
e ness of Elementary Education in
Sir Thomas Munro  South India, especially among girls.
%%ME&};&? °entary  puer since Sir Thoma,sy Munrogvgrofse
‘ his famous Minute, ealling the atten-
tion of the Court of Directors to the subject of edu-
cation in the Madras Presidency, in 1822, till the present
time, there has not been any adequate advance made in
educating the great mass of the population in the different
vernaculars up to at least the Fourth Standard. In 1822
there were 12,498 schools with 184,110 boys and 4,540
girls reading in them. The increase during the past 87
years has not been commensurate with the increase of the
population, or with the needs of the country. ' In his
Minute Sir Thomas Munro asked for an annual grant of
Rs. 50,000 so as to improve education, and he added that
the expenditure ‘“would be amply repaid by the improve-
ment of the ‘country ; for the general diffusion of know-
ledge is inseparably followed by more orderly habits, by
increasing industry, by a taste of the comforts of life, by
‘exertion to acquire them, and by a growing prosperity of
the people.” There can be no question that the education
of the masses on a comprehensive scale is as pressing at.
-the present day as it was at the beginning of last century.
Dr. Bourne has admitted this pressing need. For, out of









the details so that the situation may be appreciated, and
due weight given to the inferences which may be
reasonably drawn from it. If we take British India and
calculate the increase of the population since 1901 at the
same ratio of 48 per cent., as existed in the decade which
ended with 1901, the following will be the result:—

Children of School ‘At School | Children not
Age=15 9 of Population. 1900-01. at School.

1901.
Boys ... 17,670,741 3,988,663 13,682,078
Girls .. 17,114,184 499,645 16,684,539

34784095  4,418,308) 30,366,617

1906-07.
Boys ... 18,179,658 4,777,366 13,402,292
Girls ... 17,607,073 622,927 16,984,146

35786731 5,400,293 80,386,438

Boys =iE 788,703 —279,786
Girls + % 193,282 4+ 299,607
+ 981,985 + 19,821

In 1901 no fewer than 301 million boys and girls of

_ school age were not at school and
giﬁ‘:’;goi ;Igcssﬁzil;‘f neglected in British India. Six years
afterwards the number of neglected

children had increased by 20,000, even thoilgh there had
been an increase of nearly a million pupils in the schools,
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On analysing the figures it is found that, while the number
of neglected boys had been reduced in the six years, the
number of neglected girls had increased by 300,000, or a.fi
the rate of 50,000 a year.

With regard to the Madras Presidency, it will be
found that in the six years the number
of neglected children hag increased
by 91,724, if the same rate of increase
of population, 7'24 per cent., be taken into consideration

Neglected children
in Madras.

as was in the decade ending 1901. If the figures in

1907-08 be taken, an improvement in the education of
. boys is perceptible. The number of neglected boys was
reduced by 19,000, while the number of neglected girls was
increased by 103,000 as compared with the figures in
1900-01. Thus in the seven years the average number
of girls, which are being added to the list of those not ab
school, is 14,700 a year. Nearly five million boys and
girls are being utterly neglected in the matter of edu-
cation in this Presidency. What should be doneto bring
them to school? Is the Department of Education doing
enough? I fear that mueh more might be done, and
that strenuous efforts should be made t0..3
funds for this important object. s
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CHAPTER II.

With regard to the Elementary education of boys,
the new Grant-in-Aid Code leaves the
in%g:gf:;f’n of boys mgtter very much n statu quo.
There is no encoura.gement given to -
managers of Aided Schools to develop their scholastic
work for boys. There are 18,179 Aided Schools in the
Presidency. These had 335,956 pupils in daily atben-
dance in 1907-08, and included 60,645 Panchama children.
Should there be the same number of pupils in 1909-10,
the grant expected under Section 15 of the new Code will
be Rs. 8,74,822. This will show a loss to managers of
Rs. 496 as compared with the grant earned in 1907-08.
This loss is not much, but still it is clear that no encour-
agement is given by the Department for the expansion
of Aided education—an expansion which has been ;
strongly advocated by the Education Commission of 1882
and by the Government of India. In the Resolution of
the 11th March, 1904, on Indian Educational Policy, the
Government of India state that they “cannot avoid the
conclusion that Primary education

Government of has hitherto received insufficient
India Elementary
Education policy. attention and an inadequate share of

the public funds They consider that
it possesses a strong claim upon the sympathy both of the =
Supreme Government and of the Local Governments, and
ghould be made a leading charge upon Provincial re-
venues ; and that in those Provinceswhere if is in & back-
ward condition, its encouragement should be a primary
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the same dl-scont.agmg-
as follows:—
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Government .- 160 Rs.
Boardd - .= 147

Aided > 081
Unaided ... 118

There were I 875 teacher,
Toss to Mission
girls’ schools.
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g serious reduction of £4,000 can be made annually by
the Bdueational authorities and the Governmeiit in view
of the fact that the number of girls of school age is being
increased at a sorrowful rate.

Let us compare what England and Wales are doing in

Vo o ~_ regard to the extension of Element-
- Wlementary Edu- gry education with Madras. The

cdtion in England = :
and Wales. & comparison will show how far Madras

~ lagsbehind. The population of Eng-
land and Wales stood at 343 millions in 1905-06. Of
~this population 6,041,364 scholars were on the rolls of
the Elementary schools, or 17 per cent. of the entire
population. I have not the figures for 1907-08, but the
number of boys and girls at school eannot be very much
different from the number stated. The Education Board
spent on Hlementary education £11% millions in that
year. This works out at the rate of Rs. 28-12-0 per
scholar. The amounts spent on Secondary, Technieal,
and College education, and the cost of administration,
were separate items. Taking the Madras Director’s
tables on pages 47 and 54 of Vol. I, we find that
there were 786,823 boys and girls on the rolls of Primary
schools on the 31st March, 1908, and that the education
of these cost the Government and Board Funds nearly
Rs. 181akhs, or at the rate of Rs. 2-4-4 per scholar. If
the Madras Provincial and Board Funds had to provide
grants on the English scale, they would have to find
Rs. 215 lakhs instead of only Rs. 18 lakhs. These Rs. 18
lakhs provide for 22,822 Elementary schools. To provide
Elementary education for the five millions of neglected
boys and girls in Madras it ywould take, at the modest

/



The need for more
Elementary schools.

schools. Thié et







The quality ofthe  king
teacher of great mo-
ment,. = to ‘do

prepare them for local self-goverr
scale, and enable them to perform ;
in the proper spirit. - '
The expansion of Elementary ed
serious attention o
B. N. Sa.rma,, i
reCent Provmcla,l Social Conferance

An Indian’s a,pi);,al.

Ppetitions must go forth toourown Governme
ment of Indla, the Secretary of" ta

the canse to convince the Govemment.' of ﬁ:
“their desme for educa.tlon. : i

: Would be a ha,ppy da.y for Indla. lf hIS‘_
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weré taken to heart. But much social reform is alsone-
; cessary before the desired expansion
can take place. Many of the social
. customs of the people will have to be
ra,dlcally changed. The Hindu marriage customs have
much to answer for. The habit of marrying girls under
the age of puberty, and when they are unfit to become
wives, is to be deplored, and should be stopped without
delay. The sentiment which is being created among cer-
tain high caste families, prompting them to delay the mar-
riage of their daughters till they are at least 18 years of
age, is to be commended.  Still, there is much of the old
feeling regarding the inferiority of
Inferiority of women in existence. This feeling
women in Indian L - ’
minds, is probably the most powerful incen-
tive to keep back the education of
girls. For, a girl is not valued as a boy isin any Hindu
household. A family of daughters is still considered a
dire calamity. Their education is not pressing, and no
great value can be attached to a girl with a well informed
mind. Fduecation, it is thought, may destroy her domes-
ticity, and render her unfit to be the drudge of the
household. All this is but the result of the treatment
that Hindu women have received for many generations
in the past, and of the legal posifion assigned to them in

the Hindu law books.

In Va.s1shtha,s Dharma Sastre it is said that “A
woman is not independent, the males

Social reform
; needed.

DTeaohmg of the are her masters.” *Their fathers
bt Sasiras  Lrotect them in childhood, their hus-
o bands protect them in youth, and their

sons protect them in age. A woman is never fit for



and degradatlon» folf».‘
‘of the backwardness of
doors of the male s
‘primitive and unSouﬁa’
been set aside. The educ
equally in- Great Britain, Amer _
that profess the most advanced ci
America where the ema.nmpa.tloni" of w
its highest level. There women haye
equal, if not superior to man, and thi
been reflected in legislative enactrgxmi;

¢l

In India a woman’s degradation be )

_ when sorrow fills the paren

of %1(11(:1 sagxe:dr?ec:g;%n at the fresh. burden :
them by the' birth of a‘,\

A woman cannot perform Worshlp in her own
study of the sacred books is ‘denied to her. f
all her life in leading-strings; and too often
secluded behind thepurdah as if unfit to bhe s
men. Buteducation can do much to remove ‘the sin
disabillby of women. The equa,l educa:ﬁmn 0
the Eagt. The training of the childréfiLin tvhe.homev}, )

*
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an educated motherhood. The Christian churches are doing .
- R much to raise the status of women
thiﬁiiazplglifrtl]s? € °%& in India. Many educated girls are
conspicuous for their talent and exem-

plary behaviour. Some have risen to eminence such as

*  Mus. Sathianadan, of Madras. The Hindu has admitted

that the Christian girls are far ahead of the Brahmans It
has stated on one oceasion that ‘“the progress of education
among the girls of the Native Christian families, and the
absence of caste restrictions among them, will eventually
give them an advantage for which no intellectual precocity
; can compensate the Brahmans.” The
Hindw goes on to say that Hindus
ought to be wise in their generation
and strain every nerve to accelerate the raising of women,
and to promote their education; that freedom should be
granted to them; and that they should be made to move
with the times and become the companions, guides and
helpmates of man. These suggestions should be carried
out throughout the length and breadth of the land. Women
have been sorely held down in India in the past, but,
with the new moral and social forces whiech are arising
on every hand, they may take their legitimate place in
the social scale. The spread of female
Hope through the  education, and the inauguration of
- new social an see ) :
moral forcesat work.  Social reform can do wonders, if free
scope be allowed. Let the Govern-
- ment, the people, and Missionary bodies all strive to
bring about this happy condition, so that the many
millions of neglected boys and girls may be afforded an
opportunity to drink something out of the well of know-
ledge, and derive the benefit of which they stand so
much in need.

The Hindw's opin-
ion. 1
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APPENDIX b R

The following letters appeared a.lso in ﬁhe Madms '
Masl in support of the article on Elementm:y Educa.blon
They throw some strlklng s1dehghts 0n the system of
education in vogue ah present. - : >

i. Smr,—Touching the admirable artlcle of the Rev Mr.
Andrew in your issue of the 24th July, will you allow me
to mention that there is a Girls’ School at - Vlzla,na,gra.m‘
which is one of the sufferers from the new rules ? The
school was receiving a grant of Rs. 600 from the Depart-
ment and Rs. 120 from the Municipality. Now the for-
mer has been cut down to a little over Rs. 200 and the
latter has been altogether withdrawn, on the plea, I am
told, that the same institution cannot be rendered aid by
both the Department and the local body. The resulfis
that the school will have to be closed, as it cannot be
maintained with the meagre sum now allowed. The
Vizianagram school must be but one of many to suffer in
this manner. Is this a method of encouraging the spread
of female education?

Vizagapatam. PERPLEXED.

ii, Sm,—I should like to offer a few remarks on the
article published in your issue of the 24th July on “ Ele-
mentary Education.” The writer thereof animadverted
apon—(1) The backwardness of Elementary education
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_then they will take them into consideration and issue
such orders as are recommended by the head of the

Department. You have the chance of moving the Govem-

ment only if conferences are held, and presided over by'
d1st1ngu1shed—persona,ges, where resoluhons are adopted

as the result of discussions and such resolutions are

turther supported by the Head of the Deparrtment '

Second—With reference to this class, namely, leaders
of native thought, T should like to take the hon'ble gentle-
man referred to by Mr. Andrew as the type, and I am
tempted to quote the portion of his speech :—¢ The ery
must go forth from every town, village, from every commu-
nity and every class, that the people should be furnished
by Government with the means of obtaining education.
Hundreds and thousands of numerously signed petitions
must go forth to our own Government, the Government

- of India, the Secretary of State, the Houses of Parliament,
appealing for provision for Primary education, both for
boys and girls ; and,.above all, the people must put forth
tngeltlons, evinee a noble self-saecrifice in the

a alés.g& to convigce the Government of the country of

= their-desire fOE,, educa,tlon Such pious wishes as this
are always expissed during the Christmas Season and
also once againy durfng the Midsummer holidays. = In
short, the prayertis “©Oh, Viceroy, Oh, Secretary of State,
give us free Pri ry ducation.”” - But nothing transpires
_ about the ways and means, and the problem ig as far from
\\ solutlo g ‘
9. 7
A € Thzrd—"l‘he Tiocal Fund Boards hold their meetmgs
= ““oneg in a month, and the members are m\nted by the

President to express their opinions on so many questions,
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